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Introduction

1. Introduction

In response to the disproportionate impact of HIV/AIDS among Blacks, the Florida
Department of Health published Silence is Death, The Crisis of HIV/AIDS in Florida’s
Black Communities. The report identified St. Lucie County as one of twenty counties in
Florida with the highest rates of PLWH/A among all races in general as well as among
Blacks, Whites, and Hispanics. Of greatest concern is the fact that B lacks in St. Lucie
County have the highest rate of HIV/AIDS of any racial or ethnic group in Florida at
2,858.7 per 100,000 population. In comparison, the rate for Whites in St. Lucie County
is 142.7 and among Hispanics is 232.5 per 100,000.

While acknowledging that HIV/AIDS reaches into every demographic sector of the
community, the St. Lucie County Health Department is especially alarmed at the
disproportionate impact on Blacks. Because the issues articulated in Silence is Death
are particularly relevant to St. Lucie County, the St. Lucie County Health Department
immediately adopted and is in the process of implementing the overarching goal and

objectives articulated therein as follows:

Goal:

To mobilize a comprehensive response to the HIV/AIDS crisis in St. Lucie County
among blacks through greater engagement and commitment of many groups:
federal, state, and local governments, black leaders, churches, civic
organizations, businesses, schools, parents, policy makers, and those living with
HIV/AIDS.

Objectives:

e Break the silence by raising awareness about HIV/AIDS among blacks;

e Encourage local governments and communities to expand and strengthen their
responses to the HIV/AIDS epidemic among blacks;

e Encourage individuals to be tested for HIV/AIDS;

¢ Increase access to HIV prevention and care services;

e Reduce barriers to HIV testing, prevention and care by reducing HIV/AIDS
stigma; and stimulate the development of a plan to address the disproportionate

impact that HIV/AIDS is having on black communities.
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Introduction

While the St. Lucie County Health Department, as well as other organizations and
agencies in the area, already provide a complex array of HIV/AIDS related services, this
report will focus on information which the Health Department can use to end the
Silence... and reduce the burden of HIV/AIDS among St. Lucie County’s most

vulnerable populations.

As a follow-up to this report, the St. Lucie County Health Department administrative
leadership and key staff will meet to review and discuss this report. It is ex pected that
these discussions will strengthen the Department’s ability to develop and implement
pragmatic objectives, strategies, and workplans to improve HIV prevention, intervention,

intervention, and treatment in St. Lucie County.



Profile of Top Ten ZIP Codes

2. Demographic and Socioeconomic Profile of
St. Lucie County and Ten ZIP Codes with
Highest Number of PLWH/A

Unless otherwise noted, the sources of the data in this section are U.S. Census 2000
and the Florida Department of He alth Bureau of HIV/AIDS. The most recent case data
by ZIP Code from the Department of Health Census were from 2006, but U.S. Census
ZIP code data were not available for 2006. Therefore, U.S. Census ZIP code data are
from 2000.

This section provides an overview of the demographic characteristics and
socioeconomic conditions of the residents of the county’s ten ZIP codes with the highest
number of PLWH/A. In order to improve HIV prevention and treatment strategies, it is
necessary to examine the complexity of the circumstances of those who are most
vulnerable to infection and most lacking in resources. The data in this section suggest
that numerous critical issues must be addressed in order to support effective HIV

prevention and treatment in St. Lucie County.

In order to focus our attention on the areas of the county with the highest numbers and
rates of cases, we analyzed case data by ZIP Code (provided by the Florida Department
of Health) and demographic and socioeconomic data (provided by the U.S. Ce nsus

website).




Profile of Top Ten ZIP Codes

As summarized in the following table, St. Lucie County addresses are located in 23 ZIP
codes — some of which transcend county boundaries. Among 19 of these ZIP codes,
100% of the addresses are in St. Lucie County. The remaining four ZIP codes include

relatively small percentages of St. Lucie County addresses.

ZIP Codes of Addresses in
St. Lucie County

ZIP Percent of ZIP
Codes City Code Addresses
(N=23) in County

34945 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34946 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34947 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34948 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34949 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34950 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34951 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34952 | Port St. Lucie 100.00%
34953 | Port St. Lucie 100.00%
34954 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34957 | Jensen Beach 0.03%
34972 Okeechobee 0.21%
34979 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34981 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34982 Ft. Pierce 100.00%
34983 | Port St. Lucie 100.00%
34984 | Port St. Lucie 100.00%
34985 | Port St. Lucie 100.00%
34986 | Port St. Lucie 100.00%
34987 | Port St. Lucie 100.00%
34988 | Port St. Lucie 100.00%
34990 Palm City 4.11%
34994 Stuart 0.85%

Source, ZIP Codes by County,
www.melissadata.com.




Profile of Top Ten ZIP Codes

The vast majority of PLWHV/A reside in ten ZIP codes. For example, as shown in the

following table, in 2006, 738 PLWH/A were in ZIP code 34950. This represented 56.5%
of all PLWH/A in St. Lucie County. In contrast, only 9.2% of the entire population of St.
Lucie County resided in that ZIP code. To maximize effectiveness, HIV prevention and

treatment services must be accessible to people throughout the county.

Living HIV/AIDS Cases and Estimated Rates of PLWH/A in St. Lucie County by ZIP Code

Percent of 10 000 Population 2005 oumated Estimated

Area PLWH/A Pé-twlflulgén PL:I:)I;I/(;AO ger Population
C.ounty number percent number percent popuiation HIV+

34950 738 56.8% | 17,739 9.2% 21,961 9.2% 3,360.52 3.4%

34947 113 8.7% 10,443 54% 12,928 5.4% 874.04 0.9%

34946 76 5.8% 6,746 3.5% 8,352 3.5% 910.01 0.9%

34952 66 51% 31,367 16.3% 38,832  16.3% 169.96 0.2%

34982 62 48% 23,018 11.9% 28,496 11.9% 217.57 0.2%

34983 56 43% 27,079 141% 33,524 14.1% 167.05 0.2%

34953 54 4.2% 25,705 13.3% 31,823 13.3% 169.69 0.2%

34951 27 21% 12,792 6.6% 15,836 6.6% 170.49 0.2%

34984 23 1.8% 9,766 51% 12,090 5.1% 190.24 0.2%

34945 17 1.3% 4,096 2.1% 5,071 2.1% 335.25 0.3%

top ten total 1,232 94.8% 168,751 87.6% 208,914  87.6% 589.72 0.6%

other ZIP Codes 68 52% 23,944 124% 29,643 12.4% 229.40 0.2%

St. Lucie County 1,300 100.0% 192,695 100.0% 238,575 100.0% 544.90 0.5%

Source: HIV/AIDS data, Florida Department of Health Bureau of HIV/AIDS, May 2007.
Population data, U.S. Census 2000 American Factfinder.

NOTE: U.S. Census data estimates that between 2000 and 2005, St. Lucie County's
population increased by approximately 24%. C ensus data for the 2005 population of
each of the top ten ZIP codes is not available. Therefore, the estimated population for
each ZIP code was calculated by multiplying the 2000 population by the same rate of
increase as the county as a whole. However, it is unlikely that the population of each of
the top ten ZIP codes in this table experienced this same high rate of growth. We
assumed that most of the growth in St. Lucie County occurred in the new suburban
subdivisions rather than in the older more urba n areas represented by the top ten ZIP
codes. If that assumption is correct, the actual rates of PLWH/A are even higher than
the estimated rates in this table because the actual population is lower than the
population used to calculate the rates. For exa mple, if the rate of PLWH/A in ZIP code
34950 was calculated using the 2000 population, the rate would be calculated as
follows: 738 multiplied by 17,739 divided by 21,961 multiplied by 100,000 = 4,160.32.
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Profile of Top Ten ZIP Codes

The following map shows an approximate location of the ZIP codes in which PLWH/A
reside. As shown in the map, most PLWH/A reside in Ft. Pierce and throughout the
eastern portion of St. Lucie County’s mainland — mostly east of 1-95 and the Florida

Turnpike.

In order to effective serve this geographically diverse urban and suburban population ,

delivery of HIV prevention and treatment services must be widely distributed.

Living HIV/AIDS Cases in Top Ten ZIP Codes* in St. Lucie County (2006)
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*Approximate locations of ZIP codes.

Sources: PLWH/A case data: Florida Department of Health, 2006; ZIP codes: Microsoft Maps; Yahoo Maps;
Dolph’s Map of Indian River and St. Lucie Counties; Capitol Impact, capitolimpact.com, Government Gateway,
349 ZIP Code List in Florida; Melissa Data, ZIP Code Directory, melissadata.com.



Profile of Top Ten ZIP Codes

Like the county as a whole, each of the top ten ZIP Codes is approximately evenly
divided by sex except for ZIP codes 34945 which has 57.6% male and 42.4% female.
All have higher rates of females than males except for 34950 and 34945 which have
higher rates of males than females. Appropriate HIV prevention and treatment should

address the unique needs of males and females in these ZIP codes.

Living HIV/AIDS Cases (2006) and Population of St. Lucie County by Sex and ZIP Code

(2000)
Area PLWH/A percent numb::ales Females Po;ﬁf:t'ion
percent number percent

34950 738  56.8% 9,019 50.8% 8,720 49.2% 17,739
34947 113 8.7% 4,995 47.8% 5,448  52.2% 10,443
34946 76 5.8% 3,269  48.5% 3,477  51.5% 6,746
34952 66 51% 14,584 46.5% 16,783  53.5% 31,367
34982 62 4.8% 11,172  485% 11,846 51.5% 23,018
34983 56 4.3% 13,292 49.1% 13,787  50.9% 27,079
34953 54 4.2% 12,809 49.8% 12,896 50.2% 25,705
34951 27 2.1% 6,187  48.4% 6,605 51.6% 12,792
34984 23 1.8% 4,809 49.2% 4,957  50.8% 9,766
34945 17 1.3% 2,360 57.6% 1,736  42.4% 4,096

top ten total 1,232  948% 82496 489% 86,255 51.1% 168,751
other ZIP codes 68 52% 11,623 48.5% 12,321 51.5% 23,944

St. Lucie County 1,300 100.0% 94,119  48.8% 98,576  51.2% 192,695

Source: HIV/AIDS data, Florida Department of Health Bureau of HIV/AIDS, May 2007.
Population data, U.S. Census 2000 American Factfinder.



Profile of Top Ten ZIP Codes

ZIP Code 34950 is the ZIP Code with the highest concentration of PLWH/A (4.2% of the
total population of ZIP Code 34950 and 56.8% of all PLWH/A in St. Lucie County.)

While the top three ZIP Codes (which are predominately Black/African American and
Other) are home to only 18.1% (34,928) of the total population (192,695) of St. Lucie
County, they are home to 71.3% (927) of the county’s PLWH/A.

To be effective, HIV prevention and treatment must be provided with cultural and

linguistic sensitivity to residents of all racial groups.

Number and Percent of
Living HIV/AIDS Cases (2006) and Population by ZIP Code (2000) and Race (2000)

percent Black/African

. White Other
percent of total American total percent
Area PLWH/A ::;::t;: :fu::::: percent percent percent pop.in :LLOt;:
Area* in St. L. number :L:)Ot;: number :Z):)m?r: number :LLOt?.: Area Area
(ST Area Area Area

34950 738  4.20% 56.80% 9,963 56.20% 5,707 32.20% 2,069 11.70% 17,739 100%
34947 113 1.10% 8.70% 6,375 61.00% 3,182 30.50% 886 8.50% 10,443 100%
34946 76 1.10% 5.80% 3,399 50.40% 3,103 46.00% 244 3.60% 6,746 100%
34952 66 0.20% 5.10% 2,132 6.80% 27,636 88.10% 1,599 5.10% 31,367 100%
34982 62 0.30% 4.80% 1,755 7.60% 19,759 85.80% 1,504 6.50% 23,018 100%
34983 56 0.20% 4.30% 1,755 6.50% 23,995 88.60% 1,329 4.90% 27,079 100%
34953 54 0.20% 4.20% 1,900 7.40% 22,527 87.60% 1,278 5.00% 25,705 100%
34951 27 0.20% 2.10% 575 4.50% 11,900 93.00% 317 2.50% 12,792 100%
34984 23 0.20% 1.80% 631 6.50% 8,756 89.70% 379 3.90% 9,766 100%
34945 17 0.40% 1.30% 459 11.20% 3,483 85.00% 154 3.80% 4,096 100%
to"téf; 1232 0.70% 94.80% 28,944 17.20% 130,048 77.10% 9,759 5.80% 168,751  100%
other zip o o o o o 100%
codes 68 0.30% 5.20% 7700 3.20% 22,456 93.80% 718 3.00% 23,944 00%
St. Lucie o o o o 40% 192 100%
County 1,300 0.70% 100% 29,714 15.40% 152,504 79.10% 10,477 5.40% 192,695 00%

* PLWH/A divided by total pop. in Area.

*PLWH/A divided by 1,300.

Source: HIV/AIDS data, Florida Department of Health Bureau of HIV/AIDS, May 2007.
Population data, U.S. Census 2000 American Factfinder.



Profile of Top Ten ZIP Codes

Approximately 8.2% (15,733) of St. Lucie County’s population is Hispanic or Latino. In
contrast 18.1% (3,214) of ZIP Code 34950 and 11.6% (1,208) of ZIP Code 34947 are
Hispanic. In the top ten ZIP Codes, 14,663 (8.6%) of the total population are Hispanic or
Latino. To be effective, HIV prevention and treatment must be presented with cultural

and linguistic sensitivity to Hispanic and Latino residents.

Living HIV/AIDS Cases (2006) and Population by ZIP Code and Ethnicity (2000)

Hispanic or

Area PLWH/A percent Latino Non-Hispanic Pogglt:t'ion
number percent number percent
34950 738  56.8% 3,214 18.1% 14,525  81.9% 17,739
34947 113 8.7% 1,208  11.6% 9,235 88.4% 10,443
34946 76 5.8% 242 3.6% 6,504  96.4% 6,746
34952 66 5.1% 2,368 75% 28,999  92.5% 31,367
34982 62 4.8% 2552 111% 20,466  88.9% 23,018
34983 56 4.3% 1,836 6.8% 25243  93.2% 27,079
34953 54 4.2% 1,926 75% 23,779  92.5% 25,705
34951 27 2.1% 305 24% 12,487 97.6% 12,792
34984 23 1.8% 742 7.6% 9,024  92.4% 9,766
34945 17 1.3% 270 6.6% 3,826  93.4% 4,096
top ten total 1,232 94.8% 14,663 8.6% 154,088 91.3% 168,751
other ZIP Codes 68 5.2% 1,070 45% @ 22,874  95.5% 23,944
St. Lucie County 1,300 100.0% 15,733 8.2% 176,962  91.8% 192,695

Source: HIV/AIDS data, Florida Department of Health Bureau of HIV/AIDS, May 2007.
Population data, U.S. Census 2000 American Factfinder.



Profile of Top Ten ZIP Codes

The ZIP Codes with the highest numbers of PLWH/A have smaller percentages of
residents age 25+ than the rest of the county. Furthermore, these ZIP Codes have
sharply lower rates of high school and college graduates. HIV prevention and treatment
information and services should be presented at a wide range of educational, reading,

and comprehension levels.

Living HIV/AIDS Cases (2006) and Population 25 Years and Over by Education (2000)

High School '
pe;cent Population 25+ Graduate or Bachelor_s
of all Higher Degree or Higher
Area  PLWH/A PLWHA Uteiel
in St. Population
Lucie  pumber s number s number percent
County In area In area In area
34950 738 56.8% 10,592 59.7% 4,851 45.8% 903 8.5% 17,739
34947 113 8.7% 5,765 55.2% 3,221 55.9% 401 7.0% 10,443
34946 76 5.8% 4,454 66.0% 2,946 66.1% 525 11.8% 6,746
34952 66 51% 24,131 76.9% @ 19,793 82.0% 4,192 17.4% 31,367
34982 62 48% 15,994 69.5% 11,964 74.8% 2,061 12.9% 23,018
34983 56 4.3% 18,974 70.1% @ 15,771 83.1% 2,425 12.8% 27,079
34953 54 42% 16,785 65.3% @ 13,822 82.3% 1,825 10.9% 25,705
34951 27 2.1% 10,066 78.7% 8,189 81.4% 1,262 12.5% 12,792
34984 23 1.8% 6,560 67.2% 5,411 82.5% 829 12.6% 9,766
34945 17 1.3% 2,844 69.4% 2,030 71.4% 300 10.5% 4,096
top ten
otal 1,232 94.8% @ 116,165 68.8% @ 87,998 75.8% @ 14,723 12.7% 168,751
ota
other ZIP
Cod 68 52% 20,283 84.7% = 17,987 88.7% 5,839 28.8% 23,944
odes
St. Lucie
Count 1,300 100.0% 136,448 70.8% @ 105,985 77.7% 20,562 15.1% 192,695
ounty

Source: HIV/AIDS data, Florida Department of Health Bureau of HIV/AIDS, May 2007.
Population data, U.S. Census 2000 American Factfinder.
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Profile of Top Ten ZIP Codes

Rates of disability are sharply higher in the top ten ZIP codes than in other ZIP Codes in
the County. In ZIP Code 34950, the rate of disability is 34.1% compared with 19.4% in
ZIP Codes other than the top ten. To be effective, HIV prevention and treatment must
accommodate people with a wide range of disabilities (i.e. sensory, physical,

cognitive/developmental, behavioral/psychiatric).

Disability Status of Population 5 Years and Over by ZIP Code

T Percentage
percent of Disability Status of Persons
all (population 5 years with a Total
Area PLWH/A PLWH/A in and over) Disability (:‘;lzg'rgt:’n"d
St. Lucie (5+) in St.
County  pumber Percent Lucie over)
in area County

34950 738 56.8% 5,576 34.1% 12.4% 16,328

34947 113 8.7% 2,751 28.9% 6.1% 9,516

34946 76 5.8% 1,987 31.3% 4.4% 6,356

34952 66 5.1% 7,595 25.4% 16.9% 29,946

34982 62 4.8% 5,738 26.6% 12.7% 21,601

34983 56 4.3% 6,610 25.8% 14.7% 25,625

34953 54 4.2% 4,808 20.1% 10.7% 23,903

34951 27 2.1% 2,846 23.3% 6.3% 12,233

34984 23 1.8% 2,048 22.3% 4.5% 9,174

34945 17 1.3% 575 14.6% 1.3% 3,945

top ten total 1,232 94.8% 40,534 25.6% 89.9% 158,627
other ZIP Codes 68 5.2% 4,532 19.4% 10.1% 23,318
St. Lucie County 1,300 100.0% 45,066 24.8% 100.0% 181,945

Source: HIV/AIDS data, Florida Department of Health Bureau of HIV/AIDS, May 2007.
Population data, U.S. Census 2000 American Factfinder.
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